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The students of local

music teacher

Michelle DeDominicis

put on a recital at Willow

Creek Composite High

School on Friday, June

10. Clockwise from top

left singers Armani Scott

and Jaycee Hoffman;

Katelyn Braun; Adeline

Alsgard; and Emery

Blake; and Chrismichael

Lorenzo on piano.
Photos by Rob Vogt

Recital

By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer 

The council of the Municipal District of Willow

Creek has declared an a
gricultural disaster exists

 in

the municipality.

On June 9, the M.D. issued a statement that the

Municipal District of Willow Creek council pass
ed

a resolution during its J
une 8 council meeting, de-

claring an agricultural d
isaster.

The Alberta Crop Repor
t of May 31, 2022 indi-

cated the south region’s
 significant moisture defi-

ciency is now reported a
t 86 per cent, fair to poo

r,

for surface soil moisture. Pasture and tam
e hay are

largely poor to fair and 
consistently reported as

 de-

layed and stressed by cr
op reports.

Council has received nu
merous calls from agri-

cultural producers who 
have expressed concerns

regarding the current gr
owing conditions and la

ck

of water. Area reservoirs
, dugouts, springs, and

creeks are very low due 
to reduced run off and l

ow

levels of early season pr
ecipitation. The side affe

ct

of this is water shortage
s for irrigation and meeting

the demands for livestock water
ing.

Reeve Maryanne Sandberg indic
ated “We are

seeing the beginning of
 a significant reduction 

in

livestock herd sizes as w
ater sources have dried

out, pastures have not p
roduced significant grow

th

and the cost of hay is pr
ojected to once again ex

-

ceed the ability of produ
cers to afford it. Cereal,

oilseed and pulse crops
 have also been severely

impacted by the drought c
onditions.”

Declarations of agricultu
ral disaster made by

municipalities bring awar
eness but do not factor

into whether an AgriRec
overy program will be ini-

tiated at all. That determ
ination is data based as

evaluated by provincial,
 territorial, and federal o

ffi-

cials.
The Municipal District of Willow Creek made a

similar declaration of an Ag
ricultural Disaster in

2021 due to extremely dry conditions.

The council will continu
e to advocate to provin-

cial and federal officials
 to ensure that the chal-

lenges facing our agricu
ltural community at this

time are known.

The declaration received
 unanimous support at

council’s June 8 meeting.

“We’re heading into a h
uge disaster,” said Coun

.

John Van Driesten.

“The more attention we can bri
ng to it, I whole

heartedly agree,” said Sa
ndberg of the declaratio

n.

“This is a serious proble
m,” added Coun. Glen

Alm, stressing this could be 
a farming-career-end-

ing drought.

He also agreed the decla
ration raises awareness.

“It brings some light to the subject,” h
e said.

“It sends a message,” added Coun. Ea
rl

Hemmaway.

Agriculture

M.D. of Willow Creek declares agricul
tural disaster
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Steve Harmer brought his motivational magic show to the students of West Meadow Elementary School on Wednesday, Sept. 21. Harmer uses
magic to impart lessons on kindness and gratitude. Here, from left are Delta Heggie, Harmer, and Colton Cutler, watching as the magician pulls a

rabbit named Stew from a box. Photo by Rob Vogt

Motivational magic

By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer 

With technology playing such a big part in the
lives of children and youth, it is important they
learn to make good choices.
To assist in that effort, the school councils of

Willow Creek Composite High, West Meadow
Elementary and Granum Schools partnered to
bring in Paul Davis, an expert on online safety, on
Sept. 22.
He spoke at West Meadow in the morning,

joined by students from Granum School; the high
school in the afternoon; and did a session for par-
ents in the evening.
Davis has spoken to more than 650,000 stu-

dents across five provinces, to help them make
safe online choices.
“I hope the majority will make good choices,”

he said.
Davis opened by asking three questions:
1) In your bedroom at home, who uses an iPad,

tablet or personal computer?
2) How many use a smartphone?

3) How many use some sort of social media in-
cluding Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok?
A varying number of students raised their hands

for each question.
Davis pointed out children are not supposed to

be on social media until they are 13 years old, so
no student in the room should have been on so-
cial media.
Davis said parents either didn’t read the rules or

didn’t care about the rules. He hoped they hadn’t
read the rules, because that can be corrected.
However, he was not allowed to talk about so-

cial media because no one in the room was old
enough to be on it.
As an example, he pulled up the rules for

Instagram, and it clearly states users must be 13 or
older.
Davis gave two rules to follow, and asked stu-

dents to write them down.
The first rule is “Respect the rules”. If the rules

say you can’t use social media until 13, respect
that.
“How about we start respecting the rules,” Davis

said.
The second rule is to use technology with your

parents and remove all technology from the bed-
room.
Technology is the responsibility of parents and

they cannot relinquish that responsibility.
“You’re a kid, and you deserve to be a kid for as

long as you can,” Davis said.
He talked about the digital trail, which proves

your digital foot print. It shows just where a user
has interacted online.
Davis stressed parents own the technology, not

students.
“It doesn’t just impact you,” he said. “It impacts

them.”
Davis turned his attention to cyber-bullying.

The number one source of it is social media. If a
student bullies someone online on a Sunday after-
noon, and it is reported to a principal, the princi-
pal has three choices – issue a warning; suspend
the student; or call the police. If the student is 12
years or older, they can be charged.

Education

Students learn to make safe online choices
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The children from the Kids Corner put on by Claresholm and District Family and Community Support Services the first Friday of every

month, were down at IGA on Friday, Dec. 2, passing out hot chocolate and treats to shoppers as they entered the building. Clockwise

from left are Colton Cutler; Dominic Judilla; Walker Smith; and Parker Gugala giving some hot chocolate to Dean Lindquist. They also had

a donation box out, and raised $113 with all proceeds going to the Christmas Hamper Program. Photo by Rob Vogt

Spirit of the season

By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer 

The Town of Claresholm will not raise the

fee it charges FortisAlberta for using town-

owned land, which is passed on to consumers’

power bills.
At its Nov. 28 meeting, town council was up-

dated on the situation by Abe Tinney, the

town’s chief administrative officer.
He said council reviews the fee every year.

The fee, set by town council, amounts to rent

the utility company pays for being on town

land. It is charged on consumers’ power bills

and forwarded to the town by FortisAlberta.

Tinney explained in 2021 council raised the

rate from four per cent to five per cent.

“It’s still maintaining one of the lowest fran-

chise fees in the region and even provincially

very low compared to many others,” he added.

By comparison, Fort Macleod is at 15 per

cent; Nanton is at nine per cent; Vulcan is at 20

per cent; and Raymond is at 16 per cent.

When the town raised the franchise fee last

year to five per cent, it increased the annual

cost per customer from $32.52 to $42.72, a

$10.20 annual increase.
This increased the town’s revenue by

$30,000 bringing the total to $150,000 annu-

ally.
Tinney said this year Fortis has indicated the

town’s revenue will increase about $25,000

due to expansion and inflation anyway, with-

out raising the franchise fee.
He also pointed out a one percent increase

in the franchise fee would be an additional

$8.76 increase per residential customer per

year, providing a total of $32,000 to the town.

The fee increase would not take effect until

April of 2023.
Coun. Rod Kettles said he was one of those

who pushed for the increase last year from four

to five per cent.
However, given the expansion this year that

will already provide additional revenue to the

town, he is against raising the franchise fee.

“To help everybody out just a little bit,” he

said.
“I agree,” said Coun. Brad Schlossberger,

adding the town is cutting its funding to com-

munity groups and they have to also pay their

own utilities. “I’m not in favour of raising it.”

Council then agreed to leave the franchise

fee at five per cent, the same rate it has been

this past year.

Finance

Claresholm town council freezes electricity franchise fee

Christmas time
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Santanna
Thom      

Foothills
Real Estate

119 45 Ave W
2 BED  2 BATH

882 SQFT
• Large yard • Fresh paint
•  2 great sized bedrooms,

4pc bath, cute corner kitchen,
dining space, cozy living
room with large windows

$219,900
MLS #A2007493

santannathom.com

Include a return address so Santa can write back!
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The Northern Lights were spectacular on Sunday night, Feb. 26, as they made an appearance painting the sky with light. Reader Shane Batioco

had his camera handy to capture this breathtaking display.

Northern Lights

By Rob Vogt World Day of Prayer is an international,inter‐church event that began around 100years ago bridging social, geographic, andpolitical barriers in more than 170 coun‐tries, to pursue justice, peace, and reconcili‐ation by standing together in prayer andaction.  This year, Peace Lutheran Church willhost the World Day of Prayer service onFriday, March 3, at 2 p.m.The invitation is out for everyone – men,women, and children of all ages – to jointhe 2023 World Day of Prayer as they cele‐brate the theme “I have heard about yourfaith” based on Ephesians 1: 15‐19. The women of Taiwan have prepared theservice this year. Everyone is encouraged toreflect on the changes and challenges facedby this country as the citizens evolve amidst

struggles for independence internationallyas well as the obstacles that women, in par‐ticular, face at home. Regardless of changes,women in Taiwan remain somewhat op‐pressed and encounter many challenges ingender equality both politically and in thelabour market.Preparation for the day is vast. An inter‐national committee is based in New Yorkwith national committees and organizationsin each participating country. In Canada, theWorld Day of Prayer  is coordinated by theWomen’s Inter‐Church Council of Canada,one of the original founders of this prayermovement.Offerings received through the World Dayof Prayer transform prayers into action inthe form of project grants empoweringwomen and children in this country andthroughout the world. All regions share inthe grants, with consideration given to

greatest need. Through World Day of Prayerofferings, the Women’s Inter‐Church Councilof Canada has distributed approximately $3million for small projects in the past 40years.The vision is to restore hope to womenand children touched by injustice.The Women’s Inter‐Church Council ofCanada invites everyone, friends and familyto join a service in more than 1,000Canadian communities on or near Friday,March 3, 2023.As well, individuals and families are wel‐come to watch a 55‐minute World Day ofPrayer service video prepared by theWomen’s Inter‐Church Council of Canadathat features participants from acrossCanada.  This  video is available on wicc.org.The service in Claresholm is at PeaceLutheran Church on Friday, March 3 at 2p.m.

World Day of Prayer this Friday at Peace Lutheran Church
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Dedicated Readers
Community newspapers still have a

dedicated following of readers
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Independently Owned
We are an independently owned,

award winning newspaper (provincially and nationally), 
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Flyers
Several big box businesses recognize the

importance of our high circulation by inserting
flyers in our papers on a weekly basis including:
IGA, Claresholm Pharmacy, Michaels and Lowes.

ANY BUSINESS WOULD BENEFIT from advertising 
in our community newspapers. It is a proven fact that a weekly newspaper is

viewed by our readers several times over the course of a week, 
and by several members in each household.

Water users

updated on

situation 2

Stavely bids

farewell to
Grade 6 class 5

Human
trafficking
presentation 8

Obituaries 

& More 14

Business
Directory 15

Community

Wide Garage

Sale Map 17

Classified Ads
18 & 19

Wednesday,

June 15, 2022

Volume 96—No. 24
$125 (includes GST)

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

STAY CURRENT WITH
YOUR COMMUNITY

SAVE 30%
OFF NEWSSTAND PRICE!

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

$45 incl. GST
Online Version

Available for
6 75!

     

Canada Post Agreement No. 0040005321

www.claresholmlocalpress.ca

100% Locally Owned and Operated

The students of local

music teacher

Michelle DeDominicis

put on a recital at Willow

Creek Composite High

School on Friday, June

10. Clockwise from top

left singers Armani Scott

and Jaycee Hoffman;

Katelyn Braun; Adeline

Alsgard; and Emery

Blake; and Chrismichael

Lorenzo on piano.
Photos by Rob Vogt

Recital

By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer 

The council of the Municipal District of Willow

Creek has declared an a
gricultural disaster exists

 in

the municipality.

On June 9, the M.D. issued a statement that the

Municipal District of Willow Creek council pass
ed

a resolution during its J
une 8 council meeting, de-

l i g an agricultural disas
ter.

        

      

          

        

        

     

      

     

      

      

creeks are very low due 
to reduced run off and l

ow

levels of early season pr
ecipitation. The side affe

ct

of this is water shortage
s for irrigation and meeting

the demands for livestock water
ing.

Reeve Maryanne Sandberg indic
ated “We are

seeing the beginning of
 a significant reduction 

in

livestock herd sizes as w
ater sources have dried

out, pastures have not p
roduced significant grow

th

and the cost of hay is pr
ojected to once again ex

-

d the ability of produce
rs to afford it. Cereal,

       

    

     

      

       

        

      

       

similar declaration of an Ag
ricultural Disaster in

2021 due to extremely dry conditions.

The council will continu
e to advocate to provin-

cial and federal officials
 to ensure that the chal-

lenges facing our agricu
ltural community at this

time are known.

The declaration received
 unanimous support at

council’s June 8 meeting.

“We’re heading into a h
uge disaster,” said Coun

.

John Van Driesten.

“The more attention we can bri
ng to it, I whole

      

       

      

 
      

        

      

Agriculture

M.D. of Willow Creek declares agricul
tural disaster

Performing arts

    

RCMP conduct
recent traffic
blitz 3

Area schools
host Terry Fox
Runs 4

Principals talk
about school
year 8,9,10

Classified ads
14-15

Obituary Page
18

Wednesday,
September 28, 2022
Volume 96—No. 39

$125 (includes GST)

Show off
 
   

  
 

  
   

Focus on
community

Canada Post Agreement No. 0040005321
www.claresholmlocalpress.ca

100% Locally Owned and Operated

Steve Harmer brought his motivational magic show to the students of West Meadow Elementary School on Wednesday, Sept. 21. Harmer uses
magic to impart lessons on kindness and gratitude. Here, from left are Delta Heggie, Harmer, and Colton Cutler, watching as the magician pulls a

rabbit named Stew from a box. Photo by Rob Vogt

Motivational magic

By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer 

With technology playing such a big part in the
lives of children and youth, it is important they
learn to make good choices.
To assist in that effort, the school councils of

Willow Creek Composite High, West Meadow
Elementary and Granum Schools partnered to
bring in Paul Davis, an expert on online safety, on
Sept. 22.
He spoke at West Meadow in the morning,

joined by st dents from Gran m S hool  the high
         

   
       

       
  
       

 
     

         
   
     

3) How many use some sort of social media in-
cluding Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok?
A varying number of students raised their hands

for each question.
Davis pointed out children are not supposed to

be on social media until they are 13 years old, so
no student in the room should have been on so-
cial media.
Davis said parents either didn’t read the rules or

didn’t care about the rules. He hoped they hadn’t
read the rules, because that can be corrected.
H  h    l     
         

    
        

         

        
    
         

        

       

said.
The second rule is to use technology with your

parents and remove all technology from the bed-
room.
Technology is the responsibility of parents and

they cannot relinquish that responsibility.
“You’re a kid, and you deserve to be a kid for as

long as you can,” Davis said.
He talked about the digital trail, which proves

your digital foot print. It shows just where a user
has interacted online.

      

        

     
          

       
         

       
          
      

Education

Students learn to make safe online choices

   

 
   

  

October Calendar
on Page 20
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The children from the Kids Corner put on by Claresholm and District Family and Community Support Services the first Friday of every

month, were down at IGA on Friday, Dec. 2, passing out hot chocolate and treats to shoppers as they entered the building. Clockwise

from left are Colton Cutler; Dominic Judilla; Walker Smith; and Parker Gugala giving some hot chocolate to Dean Lindquist. They also had

a donation box out, and raised $113 with all proceeds going to the Christmas Hamper Program. Photo by Rob Vogt

Spirit of the season

By Rob Vogt
Local Press Writer 

The Town of Claresholm will not raise the

fee it charges FortisAlberta for using town-

owned land, which is passed on to consumers’

power bills.
At its Nov. 28 meeting, town council was up-

dated on the situation by Abe Tinney, the

town’s chief administrative officer.
He said council reviews the fee every year.

     il    t

       

       

      
      

        
       

       

very low compared to many others,” he added.

By comparison, Fort Macleod is at 15 per

cent; Nanton is at nine per cent; Vulcan is at 20

per cent; and Raymond is at 16 per cent.

When the town raised the franchise fee last

year to five per cent, it increased the annual

cost per customer from $32.52 to $42.72, a

$10.20 annual increase.
This increased the town’s revenue by

$30,000 bringing the total to $150,000 annu-

ll
       

     
      

    
       

       
     

year, providing a total of $32,000 to the town.

The fee increase would not take effect until

April of 2023.
Coun. Rod Kettles said he was one of those

who pushed for the increase last year from four

to five per cent.
However, given the expansion this year that

will already provide additional revenue to the

town, he is against raising the franchise fee.

“To help everybody out just a little bit,” he

said
     

        

        

        
      

          

  

Finance

Claresholm town council freezes electricity franchise fee

Christmas time

FEATURED LISTING

Santanna
Thom      
 

119 45 Ave W
2 BED  2 BATH

882 SQFT
• Large yard • Fresh paint
•  2 great sized bedrooms,

4pc bath, cute corner kitchen,
dining space, cozy living
room with large windows

$219,900
MLS #A2007493

santannathom.com
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The Northern Lights were spectacular on Sunday night, Feb. 26, as they made an appearance painting the sky with light. Reader Shane Batioco

had his camera handy to capture this breathtaking display.

Northern Lights

By Rob Vogt World Day of Prayer is an international,inter‐church event that began around 100years ago bridging social, geographic, andpolitical barriers in more than 170 coun‐tries, to pursue justice, peace, and reconcili‐ation by standing together in prayer andaction.                                                                              

struggles for independence internationallyas well as the obstacles that women, in par‐ticular, face at home. Regardless of changes,women in Taiwan remain somewhat op‐pressed and encounter many challenges ingender equality both politically and in thelabour market.P e                                                                            

greatest need. Through World Day of Prayerofferings, the Women’s Inter‐Church Councilof Canada has distributed approximately $3million for small projects in the past 40years.The visio  i                                                                                

World Day of Prayer this Friday at Peace Lutheran Church
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PROFIT
Advertising generates sales for your business

PROTECTION
Advertising protects your market share

PRESTIGE
Advertising creates an image for your business
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DRAW YOUR AD HERE!



February 1, 8, 15 & 22                     RRSP Planning - includes weekly column                                      Thursday, January 26

March 8                                             Sports Registration                                                                    Thursday, March 2
March 8, 15 & 22                             Income Tax - Includes column                                                       Thursday, March 2
March 22                                           Thunder Alumni Tournament (March 24-26)                           Thursday, March 16
                                                                                                                                                                    
April 5, 12 & 19                                 Think Spring & Car Care - Includes contest                                Thursday, March 30
April 19                                              Volunteer Week (April 16-22)                                                                    Thursday, April 13
April 26                                             Trade Fair Special (April 28 & 29)                                                Thursday, April 20
April 28                                             2023 Community Directory                                                     Friday, March 31

May 03                                               First Responders Day                                                                 Thursday, April 27
May 10                                               Mother's Day - Includes contest (May 14)                                       Thursday, May 04
May 24                                               Ask the Expert - Annual contract renewal                             Thursday,May 18
Mid May                                           Explore Guide                                                                              Thursday, March 30
May 31                                               Town Wide Garage/Sidewalk Sale (Sale June 3)                      Friday, May 26    

June 7                                                Seniors Week (June 5-11)                                                              Thursday, May 25
June 21                                              Grad - With large posters (June 30)                                                              Thursday, May 25
June 28                                              Summer Kick-Off                                                                        Thursday, June 22

July 19                                               Estate Planning - Includes column                                                Wednesday, July 13

August 09                                          Fair Days (August 10-12)                                                                Thursday, August 3 

September 6, 13 & 20                     Fall Home Improvement                                                           Tuesday, August 31
September 27                                   Salute to Agriculture                                                                  Thursday, September 14

October 4                                          Newspaper Week (October 1-7)                                                    
October 18                                        Small Business Week (October 51-21) Includes contest                    Thursday, October 12

November 1                                      Handmade With Love                                                                Thursday, October 26
November 8                                      Remembrance Day                                                                     Thursday, November 2
November 29                                    Old Fashioned Christmas (December 1)                                     Thursday, November 23
November 29                                    Spirit of Christmas Songbook                                                  Friday, November 17

December 13                                     Christmas Greeting                                                                                     Monday, December 4
December 27                                    Year In Review
January 3                                          First Paper of 2023

Special Sections
2023

Special Sections 
2023

Publish Date Special Section Deadline

For further information or to place your ad,

Please contact Brandy McLean 
clpsales@shaw.ca • PH: 403-625-4474


